Assington Parish Council

Clerk Christine Hargan 4 Northfield Road, Onehouse, Stowmarket IP14 3HF -
Telephone: 01449674727 Email: assingtonpc@yahoo.com

Associated Papers for the meeting on 11" May 2026

Agenda item

1

2
3
4

oo N

10
11

12

13
14

15

Election of Chairman
Apologies for absence
Agree minutes of previous meeting
Declarations of interest
Councillors If you have a pecunary interest in any item on the agenda will you please notify
the Clerk in advance of the meeting or declare it at this point.
County and District Councillor report
Current news from both BDC and SCC can be found via the following links:
News » Babergh Mid Suffolk, Council news - Suffolk County Council

Planning
Status of Planning applications
BDC Ref Application APC Response BDC Response

DC/26/00413 Braes Farm, Further Street, Assington, Sudbury Suffolk CO10 5LE No comment Refused
DC/26/01124  Assington Barns, discharge of conditions 3 reptile habitat and 5 Biodiversity - not consulted Awaiting decision
SCC/0018/26/D Discharge of conditions Bramford to Twinstead Reinforcement No comment Awaiting decision
DC/26/01472  Land South Of The Nook The Street Assington CO10 5LW Variation of conditions Awaiting decision
DC/26/01065 The National Grid (Bramford To Twinstead Reinforcement) Order 2024 removal of trees no comment Granted
DC/26/01340  The National Grid (Bramford To Twinstead Reinforcement) Order 2024 Eco Management plan no comment Granted
DC/26/01061  The National Grid (Bramford To Twinstead Reinforcement) Order 2025, removal of trees Granted

Routine Correspondence.

If you wish to discuss an email forwarded that does not appear on the agenda please raise at
this point.

There has been a variety of correspondence including:

News letters re

Village Halls and community buildings — requests for hall hire
Dedham Vale and Stour Valley news

AONB/National Landscapes

SALC local councillor magazine

BMSDC Community Governance Review

Bramford to Twinstead

A member of the public re proposed planning application

Appoint members to the HR and Standards Committees (last year Clirs Stacey and Howcroft
Appoint representatives to Assington Village Charity (last year Clir Wiles), SALC (last year
Clir Stacey)

Appoint Clirs to review planning applications prior to the meetings (last year Clirs Hill )
Appoint ClIr to review accounts and AGAR prior to internal audit

To Consider appointment of Heelis & Lodge as internal auditor (they have provided a good
service this and last year)

To consider continued subscription to SALC

To agree action (if any) on correspondence

Clerk’s report

Actions from previous meeting

Finance Report
a. To consider the internal Auditor’s report which will be sent to Councillors prior to meeting


mailto:assingtonpc@yahoo.com
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/news/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-news

b. To approve certificate of exemption from external audit section 1 of the Annual return

Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2025/26 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
axpenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2026 and that
wish to cerify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of
the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a kmited assurance review or 1o submit an Annual Governance and
Accountshility Retum to the extemnal auditor. provided that the authority has certified itself 8s exempt at &
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2026 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no
later than 30 June 2026 notifying the exemal suditor.

Asginglon Parish Councl

cartifies that during the financial year 2025/26, the higher of the autharity's tatal gross income for
the year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did nat axceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the autharity 2025/26- £23.447
Total annual gross expenditurs for the authority 202526: £ 18,722

Thara are certain circumstances in which an suthority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to cnnﬂlm the smsmema below then il
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the Annual
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a mited assurance review for wh\ch afes oi£21ﬂ +WVAT will be payaue.
By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
+ The authority was in existence on 1st April 2022
* Inrelation to the preceding financial year (2024/25), the external auditor has not:

+ issued a public interest report in respact of the authority or any entity connected with it

+ made a statutory recommendation Io the authesity, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it

+ issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1{1} of Schedule & to the Local Audit and Accountability Act

2014 (“the Act’), and has nat withdrawn tha notice

+ commencad judicial review proosedings undar section 31(1) of the At
made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
+ The court has not declared an item of account unkawiul afler a person made an appeal under saction 28(3) of the Act.
If the above statemenis apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Cerlificate of Exemnption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not bath).

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of

variances and the bank plus the i required by Reg 15 (2), Accounts and Audit

Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercize of public rights =il need to be fully completed and,

along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority websita/webpage® before 1 July 2026

Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer  Date | eanfirm that this Certificate of
Exemplion was appreved by

this authorily on this date 1ok
Sigried by Chair Date a8 racorded in minute reference:
Generic emai address of Authority Telephone number
assington-pc.gov.uk 01449 674727

*Published web address
Clerk@assington-pc.gov.uk
OMNLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by emall OR by post (not

both) as soon as possible after certification te your external auditer, but no later
than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT,

Annual Govemnance and Accountability Retum 202526 Form 2 Page 3 of 6
Local Councds, Intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authoritles

c. To approve section 2 of the Annual Return

2025/26 for

Assington Parish Councl

1. Balanees braught Tolal halances and reservas af the baginning of the year
farward

88874 §1,257| 2= recored in the fnancial rconds. Vaiue must agres
! 1o Box 7 of previous pear.

2. (+) Precepl or Rabes and Tolal amount of precept (ar for I08S raes and fevies)
Leies 10,000 0, 800] received or receivabie in fiv year. Exclde any grants

received.

3. (+} Talal ofer receipts Tolal income or recejats a3 reearded in the cashhoak less

5,026 13,840] the precept ar ratesTevies recaived (o 2. Include ary
grants received.

4 (-] Stalf costs Tolal expancilure or payments mak fo snd on behall

of i employees. Inclutle gross salaries and wages,
3813 A 514 opioyers M contributions, emplayers pension
conlribulions, graluiies and sevarancs payments.

5. () Loan milsresticapital Tolal expandilue or payments of capial and nferest
repayments 0 {0 mcis cilving the pear an he authenly's borewings (i any)

8. (-} Al other payments Total expendiure ar payments as racorded in the cash.

9,930 1, 208 bosk iess stalf costs fiine 4 and iban inlevestiaptal
rapaymenls fline 5)
7. (=} Balances carried Tolal halances and reserves ol the end of the yeer.
91,257 95,982) must aqual (14243) - [45548).

8. Total value of cash and The swm of a0l curenl and daposi! Aank acoounts, cash

short Lerm investments 91,257 @5 BAD| fokdings and st term investrents feid as st 31 March
To agree with bark recanciliation.

8. Tolal fced assels phas The value af all the praperty the sutharty awns — i & mads
loni teem investrmesils 35,162 A0, 787 up of sk it ficeet assats and iong levm vestiments as af
and asssls 31 March

10. Tobal barowings The cutstanding capilal balance as al 31 March of ai lcams

e third parties (including
0 1) from third parties finciuding PWLE)

1. Do the figures in the accounling

For guidance refer b the Practiioners’ Guide seclions 231 fo 2 33,

stalements shove exchade sy Trust v

transactions?

1 cerlify Il for the year ended 31 March 2026 the | confiern that these Accounting Stalements were
Accounting Stalements in this Araval Governance and approved by Ihis sutharily on this dale:

Aeeountabilily Retrn have been prapared on sther &
recaipls and payments o income and expendilure basis

fallowing he quidance in Governance and Accountabiity for 111052026
Srmaller Autherilies — a Practtianers’ Guide 1o Proper

Pracices snd present fairy (he financial pesition of this

authority, as recoeded in minute reference:
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

presented to the authority for approval

Signed by Chair of Ine meeting where the
Actounting Slalements were appraved

Date 11/05/2026
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d. To sign the annual CIL report for the District Council



Scullery for the Church £20,000
Footpath repair £5,000
Total Allocated £41,000
Neighbourhood CIL Expenditure Report Has the expenditure report been uploaded onto the Parich's website: [¥/N)
Town ar Pari_sh Council: Assingtan Parish Coundil This form needs to be signed by two representatives of the Parish/Town Council
1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026 (electronic signatures are not acceptable)
& | Total CIL income balance carried ower from previous £55,953.16
year Position: ..
B | Total CIL income received in reporting year [receipts £0,561.10
received in April and October] verified:
C [ Total CIL spent within reporting year [expenditure, net £9,606.58
amount if WAT recoverable)
Please scan and email this form to the following email address
D | Total CIL retained at year end [A+8-C) £55,907.38
infrastructure@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk
(418 Details of Spent Funds
Items to which CIL funds have been spent: [Net  amount if VAT
recoverable)
¥ i 408.85
Installation of fencing and water points to allotments 222.73
Street Lighting 57430
Purchase of shed for use as a food bank 996.00
Applying surface to issive footpath 5,625.00
Playground inspection 100,00
Cutting footpaths in the parish 1,650.00
Christmias tree lights 30.00
Total spent £0,606.58
CIL — Details of Allocated Funds (not yet
spent)
Items to which CIL funds have been allocated but not yet | [Net amount if VAT
spent: rec
j Plan £15,000

e. Review the bank reconciliation and statement of accounts as at 31 March 2026,



Bank Reconciliation to Date

2024 - 25 2025 - 26
Income
Balance Brought Forward from year end accounts [TBC £88,874.16 £91,257.18
Budget Year End Budget YTD
Grants P3 grass cutting 400.00 385.68 400.00 886.52
Grants other 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Bank Interest 2,000.00 2,427.01 2,000.00 2,185.49
Other = Donations, rebanked cheques Jubilee and Allof 360.00 360.00 360.00 360.00
CIL 0.00 1,599.50 0.00 9,561.10
Precept 10,000.00 10,000.00 9,600.00 9,600.00
VAT Repayment 0.00 1,154.19 0.00 855.83
Total Income 12,760.00 £15,926.38 £12,360.00| £23,448.94
Expenditure b exclude VAT where paid as it is reclaimed, and is shown as VA
Staff Costs, salaries, HURC 5,000.00 3,612.90 5,000.00 4,513.97
Admin 300.00 300.19 300.00 465.40
Subscriptions 294.00 282.69 294.00 284.30
Donations 1,100.00 1,100.00 1,100.00 1,150.00
Street Lighting 900.00 0.00 900.00 0.00
CIL 300.00 7,765.75 30,000.00 9,606.88
Insurance 460.00 264.00 300.00 264.00
Audit 1,200.00 170.00 460.00 170.00
Grass Cutting (P3 Scheme) 300.00 1,200.00 0.00
Licensed Footpaths 150.00 300.00 0.00
Cut Allotments and Wildlife Area 500.00 150.00 5.00
Contingency 1,400.00 0.00 500.00
Maintenance 200.00 1,400.00 0.00
Water and associated costs Allotments / Conservation 65.00 0.00 200.00 0.00
Neighbourhood Plan 0.00 0.00 0.00
Bank charges 71.40 65.00 73.00
S142 0.00 0.00 0.00 300.00
VAT Paid £1,076.43 0.00 1,890.83
Total Expenditure £9,595.00 £14,643.36 £42,169.00| £18,723.38
Totals BF+ Income - Expenditure £90,157.18 £84,338.00| £95,982.74
Unity Trust Current Account| 31 March 2025 £4,922.97 31-Mar-26 £317.64
Unity Trust Deposit Account 31 March 2025 £85,732.05 31-Mar-26| £95,665.10
Total held in £95,982.74
bank

f. From the RFO report authorise payments made/to be made and note income received
since last meeting, to confirm pre approval of payments to Anglian Water (WAVE) to a
maximum of £100 for allotments and to £400 to LM Garden Maintenance for cutting
footpaths and providing additional pre agreed services.

Review reconciliation of accounts against bank statements and the statement of
accounts vs Budget.

Payments to be made
£730.78 Clerk Salary tbc
£134.70 Clerk expenses Mileage 3 x meetings (November, January and February) and 26
weeks WFHA 1 October-31 March
£ HMRC tbc
£170.00 Heelis & Lodge — Internal Audit tbc



£292.17 SALC subscription
£39.60 SALC training
Anglian Water/WAVE invoice expected in June.

Can you please pre-authorise payments to LM garden maintenance for up to £500, Community
Heartbeat Trust for up to £200 for consumables (pads and batteries due in July) for defibrillators
and to WAVE for up to £100

Payments paid since the last meeting
As per the minutes, plus
£14.00 bank charges

Income Received since previous meeting
£4,800.00 Precept

CIL Budget
2023/ 24 2024 / 25 2025 /26
Full year Full year Full year
£8,901.31 £0.00 £9,561.10

Total received in year

. . . £71,255.86 £62,119.41 £63,914.76
Total retained CIL (previous year retained plus

new receipts)

Permissive footpath Mortimer Contracts 5,625.00
Playground inspection 100.00
cutting footpaths 1,650.00
Ringfenced Reserves (Comprising £1,500 Christmas Lights 30.00

each for) Asset Replacement, Amenity Land 5.00
Allotment/conservation, Election costs 4,500.00]  |Total CIL expenditure 9,136.45 7,765.75 9,606.88
CIL 54.307.88| |Net retained CIL 62,119.41 54,353.66 54,307.88
Anticipated Spend Neighbourhood 15,000.00

lan

General Reserves 40,257.82 Zhurch scullery 20,000.00
Total 99,065.70 Footpath repair 6,000.00




Bank Reconciliation to Date

2025 - 26 2026 - 27
Income
Balance Brought Forward from year end accounts (TBC £88,874.16 £95,982.74
Budget Year End Budget YTD
Grants P3 grass cutting 400.00 400.00 0.00
Grants other 0.00 0.00 0.00
Bank Interest 2,000.00 2,000.00 0.00
Other = Donations, rebanked cheques Jubilee and Allof 360.00 0.00 0.00
CIL 0.00 0.00 0.00
Precept 9,600.00 10,000.00 0.00
VAT Repayment 0.00 0.00 0
Total Income £12,360.00 £0.00( £12,400.00 £0.00
Expenditure 5 exclude VAT where paid as it is reclaimed, and is shown as VA
Staff Costs, salaries, HMRC 5,000.00 6,000.00 0.00
Admin 300.00 300.00 0.00
Subscriptions 294.00 294.00 0.00
Donations 1,100.00 1,150.00 0.00
Street Lighting 900.00 900.00 0.00
CIL 30,000.00 0.00
Insurance 300.00 300.00 0.00
Audit 460.00 1,200.00 0.00
Grass Cutting (P3 Scheme) 1,200.00 1,675.00 0.00
Licensed Footpaths 300.00 included 0.00
Cut Allotments and Wildlife Area 150.00 included 0.00
Contingency 500.00 1,000.00
Maintenance 1,400.00 1,000.00 0.00
Water and associated costs Allotments / Conservation 200.00 0.00
Neighbourhood Plan 0.00 15,000.00
Bank charges 65.00 84.00 0.00
S$142 0.00 0.00 0.00
VAT Paid 0.00 £28,903.00 0.00
Total Expenditure £9,595.00 £0.00 £57,806.00 £0.00
Totals BF+ Income - Expenditure £88,874.16] £115,612.00( £95,982.74
Unity Trust Current Account| 31 March 2025 £317.64 06-May-26 £400.60
Unity Trust Deposit Account 31 March 2025 £95,665.10 06-May-26( £98,665.10
£95,982.74 | Total held in £99,065.70
bank
Assington Parish Council £99,065.70
20485977 « Current T1 £ 400.60
Available: £ 400.60
20485980 - Instant Access £98,665.10

Available: £ 98,665.10
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Licenced paths, footpaths and assets

Consider Councillor training with SALC if required
Shoulder of Mutton

Projects to consider for CIL expenditure
Questions to chair

Additional matters, footpath warden.

Time date and place of next meeting, 27 July, 7pm in Assington Village Hall
End of Associated Papers



